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This Newspaper Investigated First 


The Membership Letter has from time to time called atten- 
tion to erroneous reports published by newspapers ascribing 
cases of illness or death to the eating of canned foods. Usually 
investigation developed that canned foods had nothing to do with 
the case. From Texas now comes a story altogether different, so 
far as newspaper policy is concerned. 

In reporting the death of a grocer this Texas paper featured 
the fact that the city’s food inspector doubted if there was any- 
thing the matter with the canned food that the grocer ate 
shortly before his death. Evidently, the usual canned-food-death 
rumor had gained circulation, and the newspaper tried to run 
down the facts. That the policy of this paper made for accuracy 
is evidenced by the return of the Association’s letter of enquiry 
to the food inspector with this brief notation: “A post-mortem 
was held on this man and it was found he was in the last stages 
of tuberculosis, no poisoning’. 

The canning industry will have gained much ground when 
newspapers adopt the policy of investigating before giving cred- 
ence to rumors. 


Examiner Recommends Dismissal of Rate Complaint 


The attorney-examiner of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission has recommended to the Commission that it dismiss the 
complaint (Docket 16497) filed by shippers’ associations and 
wholesale grocers in Burlington, Davenport, Dubuque and Keo- 
kuk, Iowa, and Hannibal, Missouri, asking for a reduction in 
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rates on canned foods from points in Illinois Freight Association 
territory to the cities named. The examiner in his report finds 
that the existing rates are not unreasonable, and that in their 
relationship to the rates between the same points of origin and 
Chicago, Peoria and St. Louis do not give the latter points an 
undue preference and advantage. 


National Conference on Distribution 


In sessions extending over two days, the National Distri- 
bution Conference held under the auspices of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce at Washington on December 15 and 16, 
received and acted upon the reports of six committees appointed 
to study various phases of the distribution problem. The im- 
portant features of the work of the conference, as expressed in 
the reports approved and the resolutions adopted, may be briefly 
summarized as follows: 

Requested the Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
to establish a permanent committee on the collection and publi- 
cation of commercial statistics, this committee to conduct a 
thorough study of present sources of statistics classified by source, 
by commodity and by character. 

Requested Congress to authorize the Census Bureau, and to 
provide the necessary funds, to conduct an enumeration of dis- 
tributors of various classes and, as soon as practicable, a census 
of distribution comparable with the biennial census of manu- 
factures. 

Asked the Department of Commerce to gather volume sta- 
tistics in the census of manufactures and to segregate distribu- 
tion expenses so far as possible. 

Commended the “Monthly Survey of Current Business” pub- 
lished by the Department of Commerce, the distribution statis- 
tics of the Federal Reserve Board, and the statistical work of 
trade associations; urged that the “Survey of Current Business” 
be extended by a further classification of the figures of produc- 
tion and distribution either through government or trade associ- 
ation sources; and requested economic and statistical asvocia- 
tions to simplify and standardize their procedure. 

Requested the Chamber of Commerce of the Unitea States 
to appoint a committee to constitute a Joint Trade Relations 
Committee formed of representatives of manufacturers, whole- 
salers, retailers, and the consuming public to act as a clearing 
house for complaints of objectionable and destructive practices 
and to promote such coordination as will effect economies and 
improve mutual relations. 
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Urged that, in connection with codes of ethics, statements 
be made of examples of violations and that means be adopted to 
uphold and make more effective the principles of business con- 
duet. 

Urged all business organizations to provide means for con- 
ciliation and arbitration. 

Commended the Department of Commerce for its work in 
cataloguing existing researches relative to marketing and recom- 
mended that this work be kept up to date and available for the 
public. 

Expressed the desirability of a permanent market research 
planning body to forward marketing research projects and to 
coordinate present facilities. 

Urged the adoption of uniform classification of accounts in 
order to increase efficiency and facilitate cost comparisons. 

Approved efforts of commercial organizations to repress dis- 
honest failures. 

Commended the amended rules of procedure of the Federal 
Trade Commission and expressed the hope that present prac- 
tices will be continued. 

Called the attention of the Secretary of Commerce to the 
need for unification, simplification and uniformity of weights 
and measures in the various states. 

Requested the Chamber of Commerce of the United States 
to appoint a committee of distributors to cooperate with the 
American Bar Association at the National Conference of Com- 
missioners on Uniform State Laws to advance uniformity and 
model state legislation affecting distribution. 

Urged support of the Commercial Standard Council and 
others to secure federal legislation and uniform legislation in 
the several states to stamp out commercial bribery. 


Extension of Time for Filing Income Tax Returns 


To expedite the granting of applications for extensions of 
time in which to file income tax returns, the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue has delegated to collectors of internal revenue 
authority to grant such extensions. Heretofore, applications for 
extensions have been addressed to the Commissioner. Exten- 
sions are granted in cases of absence, sickness or inability to 
obtain data to make a correct return, with certain provisions. No 
extension will be granted unless application is made on or before 
the date prescribed by law for filing the return. The applicant 
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must state specifically the reason for such request, which will be 
granted only if the explanation is satisfactory to the collector. 
Illness or absence of a particular officer of a corporation or a 
member of a partnership does not constitute, in itself, a sufficient 
reason for granting the corporation or partnership such exten- 
sion. In no case will a particular extension be granted for more 
than 90 days. 


Tariff Classification of Tomato Paste 


The Board of General Appraisers in a recent decision on 
the correct classification of a certain tomato paste overruled 
the protest of an importer against the classification made by the 
collector of customs. On entry, the collector classified the com- 
modity in question under paragraph 770, tariff law of 1922, as 
tomato paste, at the rate of 40 per cent ad valorem. The im- 
porters claimed duty under the last part of said paragraph 770, 
at but 15 per cent ad valorem, or under the general provision 
for sauce in paragraph 7738, 1922 act. Judge Waite, who wrote 
the opinion in the case, denied both of the importers’ claims, 
holding the collector’s classification as paste to be correct. 


Share of United States in British Canned Food Trade 


Of a total import of 665,594 cases of canned fruits imported 
into Great Britain during the quarter ending September 30, 
567,360 cases came from North America, according to reports 
to the Department of Commerce. The Continent supplied about 
42,600 cases, while Australia, New Zealand, South America and 
South Africa supplied 56,542 cases. The low figure for the 
shipments from the Southern Hemisphere is due to the fact 
that the heavy shipping season is about six months behind that 
of the Northern Hemisphere. 

These figures do not include canned pineapple. Of this prod- 
uct, out of a total of 420,407 cases, 358,133 came from the Straits 
Settlements. Hawaii supplied about 54,000 cases, South Africa 
7,000, and the remainder came from Spain and Australia. Near- 
ly 90,000 cases of fruit pulp, probably largely Spanish apricots, 
came from the Continent. 

The activity of the Italian tomato industry is shown by the 
fact that about two-thirds of the total imports of 106,325 cases of 
canned vegetables came from that source and it furnished nearly 
all of the canned tomatoes imported. Peas to the amount of 
over 2,500 cases came from the Continent. North America, mean- 
ing Canada and the United States, furnished 34,500 cases, con- 
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sisting mainly of beans, asparagus and peas. It is of interest 
to note that peas amounted to 3,808 cases, a quantity greater 
than that from the Continent. One item of curious interest, 
included with canned vegetables, is 2,800 cases of spaghetti. 

Canada and the United States divided the main canned fish 
trade, each supplying more than 75,000 cases of salmon, al- 
though the United States had a slight lead. Over 33,000 cases of 
brisling are imported from Norway. The exact amount of 
sardines from the Continent can not be given, as the product 
is not separated statistically. 


Exhibit of Work with Canning Crops 


At the meeting of the State Horticultural Society in Roches- 
ter, New York, in January, new features of the State Experi- 
ment Station’s exhibit will include a display of some of the work 
with canning crops recently inaugurated at the Geneva Sta- 
tion, notably studies of seed-borne diseases of peas and variety 
tests of spinach. The New York State Fruit Testing Coopera- 
tive Association, which propagates and distributes stock of the 
new varieties of fruit created by the Station fruit breeders, will 
have a representative at the exhibit to discuss the new varieties 
now available. 


Report of Committee on Seed Contract Revision 

During 1925 there was such a heavy demand from the can- 
ners for seed for the different vegetable crops that the demand 
was really in excess of the supply of good seed, and many losses 
were incurred by the canners and their growers due to poor 
seed. Of course, there have been heavy losses in prior years, 
but during the present year the differences between canners and 
seedsmen seem to be causing a wider break in the good feelings 
which should exist between these two representative industries. 

Due to the recognition of this fact, the Directors of the 
National Canners Association felt it desirable to appoint a com- 
mittee to confer with the seedsmen, and the conferences thus 
far have been limited to a discussion of the seedsmen’s contract. 

Hopeful progress is being made, and the ccmmittees are 
working in earnest and friendly effort to devise a contract which 
will be fair to both canners and seedsmen as it is recognized that 
the present contract is rather one-sided. A new form of con- 
tract would not stop crop losses due to poor seed, but it might 
well provide a means for arbitrating differences and securing at 
least partial reparation for the canner when the investigation 
of a properly constituted committee shows his claim is just. 


t 
8 
e 
{ 
H 
| 
8 
a 
| 
e 
y 
yf 
l- 
’ | 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Ten Ton Club Results in Indiana 


The 225 Ten Ton Club members in Indiana this year planted 
1,500 acres of tomatoes, and the 1,500 acres in the Club averaged 
5.92 tons an acre as compared with an average yield of the non- 
club members in the same factories of 4.31 tons. Twenty-nine 
growers in every section of the state made the yield of 10 tons 
or more. They grew 162 acres with a total yield of 1,805.15 tons, 
or an average yield of 11.14 tons per acre. The highest official! 
yield was 15.88 tons per acre. All of the canners are much 
interested in the Club and at least 1,000 members are antici- 
pated the coming year. 


British Columbia Tomato Pack 


The output of canned tomatoes in British Columbia this 
year will be about 400,000 cases, an increase of about 85,000 
cases over the normal pack according to the American Consul in 
Vancouver. Thirteen canneries put up tomatoes this year, three 
of which are new concerns and accounted for most of the in- 
creased production. 


Traffic Record. 


The greatest freight traffic for any one month on recor 
was handled by the railroads of this country in October, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Railway Economics. Traffic for the month 
of October amounted to 44,081,988,000 net ton miles, an increase 
of 928,165,000 net ton miles, or 2.2 per cent, over the previous 
high record, which was established during the month of October, 
1924. 

The American Railway Association reports that car load- 
ings for the week ended December 5 totaled 1,020,873 cars, the 
first time in history that loadings have exceeded one million 
cars after Thanksgiving week. 


Bulletins of Interest to Pear and Cabbage Growers 


Two publications on the pear psylla, the most important pest 
of pears in New York State, have been issued by the Agricultural 
Experiment Station at Geneva. One (Bulletin 529) gives the 
results of a study of treatments with various dusts and spray 
material on a selected orchard during 1924. The other (Bulletin 
527) presents the results of studies of control methods carried 
out from 1920 to 1923 on the Ontario Plane, in Niagara, Orleans 
and Monroe Counties. The Station has also issued as Bulletin 
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512 a study of the control of the cabbage maggot in the seedbed, 
giving details for three dependable methods—(1) cheesecloth 
screen, (2) treatment with corrosive sublimate and (3) appli- 
cation of tobacco dust. Copies of these bulletins may be cbtained 
by writing to the Experiment Station at Geneva, New York. 


Retail Prices of Food 


The retail food index issued by the U. S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics shows for November 15 an increase of almost 314 per 
cent since October 15 of the present year and an increase of about 
114% per cent over the same date in 1924. During the month 
from October 15 to November 15 of the current year the prices 
of 13 articles increased. Nineteen articles declined in price, and 
among these were canned corn, canned tomatoes, and canned 
peas. 


Alaska Fishery Regulations 


Regulations for the fisheries of Alaska during the next year 
have been approved by the Secretary of Commerce, effective 
January 1, 1926. The Department states that the policy of in- 
terfering as little as possible with established fisheries, with due 
regard to the necessity of complying with the law which calls 
for a 50 per cent escapement to the spawning grounds, has been 
continued as in past years. The new regulations are not 
sweepingly different from those of last year. The new regula- 
tions require a lateral distance of one mile between traps in 
southeastern Alaska south of 58 degrees north latitude, which 
will undoubtedly mean a larger escapement. Twenty-three re- 
gions are closed to commercial salmon fishing in addition to the 
seventy-six regions previously closed. These regions are not 
large, but their closing is nevertheless considered essential to 
protect the salmon while on their way to the spawning grounds. 


British Columbia Salmon Pack 


Available statistics indicate that the 1925 salmon pack in 
British Columbia will be 1,612,962 cases, the second largest on 
record. The American consul in Vancouver reports that the 
Canadian market has been helped considerably by the Canadian- 
Australian treaty, which affords a preference of $1.50 per case 
on Canadian salmon. This fact, and the return of Great Britain 
to buying Canadian salmon in place of Siberian salmon, has 
greatly stimulated the markets. 
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Coal Production Continues at High Rate 
Loading of bituminous coal at the mines during the week of 
December 5 totaled 225,760 cars, an increase of 32,568 cars over 


the same week last year, 47,727 cars above the same week in 19238, 
and the highest loading since the week of December 4, 1920. 


